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BOOK REVIEWS
THE DOCTOR AND THE DIFFICULT CHILD. By William
Moodie. New.York: The Commonwealth Fund; London: Oxford
University Press, 1940. Pp. ix + 214. $1.50.
A compact, unpretentious, almost conversational volume by the medical
director of the London Child Guidance Clinic and Training Center, an
institution supported in large part by The Commonwealth Fund of New
York. There are no formal case studies; there is, instead, an abundance of
concrete illustrations of symptoms and of methods. Behaviour is spelled with
an extra vowel, but the problems-stealing, lies, feeding difficulties, nervous-
ness, enuresis, sex difficulties, speech defects, fits, anxiety, mental deficiency-
are not peculiar to Britain. There is no reference to the effects of present
war conditions on British children. Aggressiveness is regarded as a source
of anxiety in young children. Work, security, and affection are stressed as
essential guidance goals. The author's approach is conservative. No novel
points of view are advanced, but child guidance is advocated as a branch of
clinical medicine which is rapidly becoming more exact, assured, and success-
ful. The author frowns on elaborate intensive psycho-therapeutic processes,
which he regards as tedious and difficult, and, moreover, so hazardous that
they sh6uld be employed only where the prognosis is sufficiently serious to
justify drastic procedures. He wisely recommends restraint, because active
treatment may interfere with the healing process of nature. In the publica-
tion of this useful, orientational volume The Commonweafth Fund again
affirms its interest in promoting the practical objectives of mental hygiene.
ARNOLD GESELL.
DE MORBIs ARTIFICUM. By Bernardini Ramazzini. Trans-
lated by Wilmer Cave Wright. The University of Chicago Press,
1940. Pp. xliv + 534. $5.
This is a translation of the Latin text of 1713 which contained the 12
chapters added to the edition of 1700. Both the Latin text and the trans-
lation here appear; introduced by an account of the life of Ramazzini por-
trayed against the background of the medicine of his period.
This "Diseases of Workers" by the indefatigable Ramazzini represents
a source book of great value for all of those whose interests lead them into
medical history and, especially, into problems pertaining to industrial medicine.
To undertake to quote excerpts, both quaint and pointed, from the many
chapters is quite impossible; both information and amusement are to be
gained by the reader, and at the same time, the reader can not but be
impressed by how slight has been the change, in terms of practical accom-
plishment, in many of the trades discussed even though facts pointing the way
to improvement in health conditions are abundant. The chapter on "Diseases
of Learned Men" is not to be dismissed lightly.